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The Immanence of the World Beyond

quentin meillassoux

1 The absolute is thinkable only by a refusal of the principle of 
reason speculation, under-
stood as thought about the absolute, is possible only by not being 
metaphysical
The challenge of a revival of speculation is irreligion

fideism

eschatology 
of immortality the possibility of im-
mortality is only thinkable by being irreligious, and that a true 
philosophy of immanence attains to this not by an idea of finitude 
but by an ethic of immortality
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The First Two Theses

After Finitude 1

juxtaposition

After Finitude. An Essay on the Necessity of Con-
tingency
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Postmodernity and Fideism

Grundfeste

bulwark Schutzwehr

4

Critique of Pure Reason
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Espérer croire 5

Espérer croire
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The Spectral Dilemma

the 
spectral dilemma 6

spectral
spectre

essential 
spectre par excellence

essential grief

Collapse
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essential 
grief

is essential grief possible, and if 
so, on what terms

Quentin Meillassoux

Veritas-Grandeur.indd   452 2/12/09   12:51:24



whether they are living or dead

moderation
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hubristic equality

the renunciation of the hubris

the criminogenic nature of the modesty
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imita-
tio dei

The Immanence of the World Beyond

Veritas-Grandeur.indd   455 2/12/09   12:51:24



être de violence

imitatio dei,
Guides géniaux Petits pères des peuples
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spectral dilemma

resolution

under what 
terms can one hope to resolve this spectral dilemma

Formal Conditions of the Resolution of the Dilemma
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the resolution of the 
dilemma boils down to the intelligibility of the proposition which 
joins the thesis of the possible resurrection of the dead 

 with the thesis of the non-existence of 
God

God does not yet exist.
God does not yet exist

 divine non-existence

the non-existence of the religious God

the 
divine character of non-existence
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neces-
sary 

God 
is possible
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The ‘Not Yet’

but there is no reason that this should 
remain so always

eternally eventual
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potentiality 

virtualities
ex nihilo

ex nihilo

7

fourth world

ex nihilo
Collapse
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pure possibility

in our own world
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dense possibility may-be

the most important task for 
philosophy – its final challenge – is not being, but ‘may-being’.

only
vectorial subject

Divinity and Nihilism 

eschaology 8

eschaology
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despair
all

every
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nihilism

non desirable
appalling possibility

new

which would not have existed without 
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this philosophy

The Unsurpassable Brutality of the Eternal Return
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Übermensch
surhomme

If

The Immanence of the World Beyond

Veritas-Grandeur.indd   467 2/12/09   12:51:26



is precisely in this that the frightening experience which 
it imposes upon us consists

e experience of Eternal Return is not the expe-
rience of death but of immortality of life without 
any other

the subject has to mourn the 
All-Other of life 
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l’ici-bàs

l’au-delà

possibility

lieu
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aporia
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inconsistency involved in desiring the suppression 
of the ardour which gave rise to ardour in the first place

sic
accomplishment the end of 

the struggle and the vectorization towards such a justice

sic
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viator 
viator

a 
communist life life finally without politics

9
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All must in 
the final instance want to return

fact

The Communist Manifesto
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a politics of emancipation does not seek the happiness 
of people but rather seeks universal disquiet
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product

immanence is a deceptive immortality
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metaxu

already between here and there

Translated by Peter M. Candler Jr, Adrian Pabst and  
Aaron Riches.
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